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Introduction: The Channel 



Introduction: Ecosystem Services 

Enjoying the scenery 
Relaxing and unwinding 

Using coastal paths Visiting historic landmarks/areas 

Social activities 

Carpenter and Shellock (in preparation) 



Introduction:  

However, these services exist within a web of interconnected 
use patterns, ecosystem changes and governance 
arrangements. 
 



 

Governance  

“The sum of all processes, organisations, institutions and 
instruments with an influence over how the Channel 
ecosystem is used and managed, both today and in the 
future. These can be both formal & informal”. PEGASEAS 2013 
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CAMIS (2013) 
Petit and Carpenter (2014) 

Why is Channel Governance 
complex? 

Governance at 
multiple scales 

• Local 
 

• National 
 

• European 
 

• International 

Differences 
between France 

and England 

• Legal 
frameworks 
 

• Approaches to 
planning 
 

• Political 
objectives 

Variety of habitats 
and human 

activities 



 

How do we improve the marine 
governance of the Channel 
ecosystem? 

 

 

 

 

 



The PEGASEAS Project 

Promoting Effective 
Governance of the 
Channel Ecosystem 
(PEGASEAS) 
 
Project aims to 
provide clear, 
powerful, 
communicable 
advice to support 
improved 
governance of the 
Channel Ecosystem 



The PEGASEAS Project: 

Matrix approach 
used to draw out 
key lessons from 
the 11 INTERREG 
IVA projects 

 

 

 

 

 

Petit (2014)  

The PEGASEAS Cluster 



Findings:  

Petit and Carpenter (2014)  

Marine Ecosystem 
Dynamics and 
Management 

Governance at 
multiple scales 

 

Pressure and activity 
on the marine 
environment 

 

Partnerships 

Management and 
use of information 

and data 

Communication and 
stakeholder 
involvement 

 

Key lessons were  related to a number of 
themes: 

=  

Evidence Governance tools 



 

Evidence required for effective  
governance of the Channel: 

Long term 
monitoring 

Development 
of indicators 
(e.g. MSFD) 

 

Long term 
shared data 

sources 
 

Protocols to 
assess 
human 

impacts  and 
MPA benefits   

 

Integrated 
assessments 
of the marine 
environment 

Public 
perception 

and priorities 

Petit  and Carpenter (2014)  



 

Tools required for the effective governance of 
the Channel: 

Ecosystem 
scale 

decision 
making tools 

Partnerships  
Public 

engagement 

Petit  and Carpenter (2014)  



Conclusions: 

• To overcome the barriers and obstacles to effective 
governance of the Channel, we require the implementation of 
ecosystem based management. 

 
• To achieve this we require an integrated approach: 

 
(1) An understanding of the Channel environment (evidence) 
 
(2) Tools to manage human activities (Governance tools) 
 
(3) Active and meaningful partnerships  
 



Conclusions: 

• This research has produced a number of key messages to 
support effective marine governance, at Channel and EU 
scales.  

 
• Their wider dissemination will enable the Channel community to 

capitalise on the success of INTERREG IVA projects.  
 
• These findings will be used to: 
 
(1) Advise further PEGASEAS outputs  
 
(2) Feed into the on-going governance and study of the Channel 
 
(3) Inform future directions of research into the Channel 



Any questions? 

For more information, see our website: www.pegaseas.eu 


