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Session Abstract 

Globally, coastlines are experiencing significant change, influenced by various factors including an ever-

changing climate, increasing pressures from human activities, and ecosystem regime shifts.  As the world 

continues to change around us, thoughts are turning increasingly to the importance of social-ecological 

resilience, and the capacity for our natural world to respond and adapt to shifting environmental baselines, 

and changing political agendas.  While understanding each part of the system is important, in order to truly 

ensure ecological integrity and long term sustainability of our coastal environments, it is vital that the 

factors influencing our coastlines are considered on an individual and integrated basis. Therefore, it is the 

aim of this session to discuss the ideas of coastal resilience on a cross-border, cross-discipline basis: the 

session will bring together researchers and practitioners working across the marine and coastal geography 

disciplines, highlighting the interdisciplinary nature of resilience thinking.  We welcome papers discussing a 

range of topics, including but not limited to: resilience theory that could be applied in a coastal context; 

biophysical and geological resilience within coastal environments; the resilience of coastal communities in 

the context of coastal erosion, climate change, community regeneration; the role of coastal and marine 

governance in supporting an adaptive, responsive and resilient policy landscape that continues to support 

coastal environments and ecosystem services. We would also welcome presentations showcasing project 

case studies from the UK, and internationally.  

The Coastal and Marine Research Group is now planning for RGSIBG17, and are looking for expressions of 

interest for themed sessions at the 2017 annual conference, and have an open call for papers for inclusion 

in their ‘Coastal Resilience across Boundaries and Disciplines’ session. 

To submit a paper proposal for this session, please send an abstract of 250 words to Dr Emma McKinley 

(mckinleye1@cardiff.ac.uk) by February 10th.  Following a review by the CMRG committee, successful 

applicants will be notified by February 14th if their paper will be included in the Session proposal.  All 

postgraduate presenters will be eligible for inclusion in our Annual PGR Presentation Competition, which 

has a prize from the CMRG of £120.  Information about previous winners can be found on the CMRG 

website: https://coastalmarineresearchgroup.wordpress.com/annual-crmg-postgraduate-researcher-

presentation-competition 
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